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Quarry Bay & Mount Parker

From Quarry Village to Multifunctional Centre

Quarrying used to be a major economic activity in northeastern Hong Kong
Island due to the abundance of granite there. In 1881, Swire acquired a plot
of land (Lot 837), located at the current Quarry Bay, from the Hong Kong
government, and transformed the district from a quarry village to an industrial
town. Taikoo Sugar Refinery built its factory along the coast for the easy access
to the Victoria Harbour. It began operation in 1884 and employed workers from
other parts of Hong Kong. Swire then developed Quarry Bay as a “company
town” by building staff quarters at Quarry Bay, Shau Kei Wan, as well as on
the slope of Mount Parker. Historical records also show that Swire probably
joined the Hong Kong government’s afforestation programme and widely
planted trees at Quarry Bay. Swire stopped to produce sugar at its factory in
Quarry Bay in 1972 and developed some industrial buildings, and later on into
a new business hub, Taikoo Place staring from 1990. Since then, Quarry Bay
has gradually transformed into a special district with a mixture of new and old
residential housings, industrial blocks, commercial building, as well as fine-
dining restaurants and wet market.
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This is a part of the naval map covering the eastern side of Hong Kong, which was surveyed in the
1880s and revised in the 1900s. By that time Taikoo had already begun the construction of dockyard
and the reclamation around “Quarry Point” on the map. The map roughly showed Taikoo Sugar
Refinery at the centre, and the nearby factories and staff quarters before the World War Il. Swire also
built reservoirs on Mount Parker for the stable supply of water to the factory and dormitories. When
Quarry Bay developed as a sizeable industrial town, other parts of northeast Hong Kong Island had yet
urbanised. Quarrying was still the major economic activity there.
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Image source: The National Archives, UK
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@ (} ed studying in Taikoo Chinese School in
;ﬁTThe old campus was so small, and so a
new school was built to accommodate more
children of the Taikoo workers. The new campus

was much bigger.
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Mr. Wong Hoi Cheung # %4
Former Taikoo Dockyard worker
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@@ast, a dormitory unit of Swire was shared by four employees, and
each unit could enjoy a private toilet. Since the dormitory was for single
employees, we called it “single house”. Married employees could apply
for married quarters. In the 1970s, the dockyard merged with Whampoa
Dockyard. Swire sold the dormitory units to the workers at a low price. At
that time, a unit costed HK$30,000. Now it is worth HK$7 million.
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Mr. Wan Hing-yuen FBER %4
Former North Point resident and student of Taikoo Primary School
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S}v re’s senior staff dormitory was located on Mount Parker.
When | was young, there was not much entertainment, and so
| often hiked at Sir Cecil’s Ride and enjoyed the scenic view.
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@@ 1947, a plane with full load of gold bars smashed Mount Parker.
Some residents of North Point went there and picked lots of gold bars.
Several of them had become incredibility rich because of it. My classmate’s
father picked a piece of gold bar, and soon the whole family moved to
Central.
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@vire ade a great impact on the development of Quarry Bay, which
has transformed the district from a residential area to a commercial and
residential complex. The whole district would have been different without
those buildings in Taikoo Place.
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Mr. Davy Ho {Aji % 5% 4£
Former Executive Director, Swire Properties
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Size of Lot 837
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Population AR
(1883)

160,000 <. 1 =»x

(2016)

sime 2,200 SzE=1,073 - 40,160

(Shau Kei Wan Village; the nearest settlement to Quarry Bay)
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No. of Staff Members of
Taikoo Sugar Refinery in 1893
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Used to be a more commonly known
name of Quarry Bay; named after
Tsat Tsz Mui Village
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Important Events EEE#

Tallest Mountain in
the Eastern District
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Literally means “arrow fish creek” in Chinese;
named after a stream in
carp-like fish shape nearby
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1881 Butterfield & Swire acquired Lot 837 at Quarry Bay
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1884 Taikoo Sugar Refinery began operation

A BREERIR A B

1952 Model Housing Estate began resident intake
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]972 Taikoo Sugar Refinery stopped producing sugar at Quarry Bay
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1990 Taikoo Trading Estate was renamed Taikoo Place
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2016 Swire announced the redevelopment plan of Taikoo Place
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This set of tourist maps is the learning
outcome of the course “Tourism,
Culture and Society” (2017-2018)
offered by Department of Sociology,
The University of Hong Kong.
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Taikoo Place X5

Taikoo Place is a commercial building
complex redeveloped from the Taikoo
Trading Estate on the former Taikoo
Sugar Refinery site. Currently, it is home
to over 300 multinational corporations.
Although the sugar refinery factory has
long gone, Tong Chong Street (literally
means “Sugar Refinery Street”) at the
heart of Taikoo Place reveals the history
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Wartime Stove and

of the area. Taikoo Place is currently undergoing a redevelopment project. “Taikoo
Square” and “Taikoo Garden” will be built between the shiny office towers to provide
open space for public enjoyment.
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Montane Mansion ;51L&

With the tensions created by the E-shaped
design and the tightly packed units, the
complex looks like a giant monster. This
“monster building” is now famed for local and
overseas tourists, and it is one of the filming
locations of Transformers: Age of Extinction.
Indeed, Montane Mansion is one of the five
connecting buildings (others include Fok

Cheong Building, Oceanic Mansion, Yick Cheong Building and Yick Fat Building).
This building complex began resident intake in the late 1960s. It is a typical
composite building with a mix of residential and commercial uses.

Due to overwhelming number of visitors, the Incorporated Owners of the Mansions
now bans unauthorised photo and video taking in its private area.
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ArtisTree

Established by Swire Properties in 2008, ArtisTree
is a multipurpose art venue at Cambridge House in
Taikoo Place. It makes diverse arts and cultural events
accessible to local communities. Besides well-known
artists, ArtisTree also introduces innovative art forms and
original works to have their Asia debut.

ZRABRENISH ArtisTree LN AT EBKRE - A
R ER 2008 I - BAN AL S 1% 15 1 F €5 ks
VBT R LR S) © R T EREME - AtisTree TR
BRI B AR REERETRMETTER -

Open to public during the
exhibition and performance
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Taikoo Primary School A&\ &

It was established as Taikoo Free School in
1923 and managed by Taikoo Dockyard. It
provided free education to the children of
Dockyard and Refinery employees. Before the
World War Il, the school was located in an
office of the dockyard. It was relocated to a
larger campus after war and was renamed as
E * ‘ Q ‘ Taikoo Chinesg School: Sir.me the government
—m=——— Yo v . began to proylde subsidy in 1‘947, the school
welcomed children of non-Taikoo employees.
In 1966, Swire and the government co-established Taikoo Primary School, and the
school became government-run. In 2002, the school was relocated to its current
location at King’s Road, providing subsidised primary education.
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Not open to public
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Tai Shing House, Tai Chow House, Tai Hing House, Tai Lung House
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These four blocks were built in 1961 as dormitories for Taikoo’s employees — Tai Shing
and Tai Chow for Dockyard’s labour, Tai Hing and Tai Lung for the staff members of
Sugar Refinery. “Shing Chow” and “Hing Lung” literally means “achievement” and
“prosperity” in Chinese. For each building, there are 10 storeys and 16 units on each
floor. Designed by Swire’s Works & Property Department, the buildings are very
similar to the local public housing estates. The red coloured ventilation louvers on the
corridor give a taste of ancient Chinese style. Swire transformed its dockyard and
refinery business in the 1970s, and sold their dormitory units to its employees at a
very low price. Owners’ Corporations were formed in each building. The buildings are
a living record of Swire’s implementation of the company town concept in Quarry Bay.
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Woodside Biodiversity Education Centre
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The Woodside was built on Mount Parker in the
early 1920s, which served as a dormitory for the
senior-level expatriates of Taikoo Sugary Refinery
and Taikoo Dockyard. It is also called “Hung
Uk” (literally means “the Red House” in Chinese)
due to its European architectural characteristics
— red bricks and white pillars. The building was
returned to the government in 1976. In 2012, the
government revitalised the building to Woodside
Biodiversity Education Centre for educational
purposes.
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Grade Il Historic Building — £k R 57 32 58

Opening hours BARBSR] :
9:30am - 4:30 pm; close on Tuesdays
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Address: 50 Mount Parker Road (around
20 minutes walk from Quarry Bay)
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Hiking Trails in Mount Parker 132114958 & &

Mount Parker, named after Admiral of the fleet Sir William
Parker, is the second highest peak on Hong Kong Island.
There are several hiking trails leading to Mount Parker,
which include Hong Kong Trail (Section 5), Hong Pak
Country Trail, Quarry Bay Jogging Trail, Sir Cecil’s Ride
and Quarry Bay Tree Walk (which overlaps with Wilson
Trail (Section 2) and part of the Eastern Nature Trail).
Most trails provide you a stunning view of Hong Kong
Island and Kowloon Peninsula. The starting points of
most trails are close to the city. These hiking trails vary
in difficulty. Check more information from Agricultural,
Fisheries and Conservation Department (www.hiking.gov.
hk) before you go.
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MTR: around 8 minutes walk from Quarry Bay Exit A
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Wartime Stove and Warehouse at Mount Parker 832 ILEEFFIEIL B & &

The public kitchen was built by the Hong Kong government between 1938 and 1939
to prepare for the expected Japanese invasion of Hong Kong. The stoves, however,
were never in use. Some of them are now in poor conditions. Visitors should be

+H Location: around the junction between

cautious.
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Former Quarry Bay School &l @ iB2 &

Opened in 1926, the school provided education for the children of the British
community. Many children of the expatriate employees of Taikoo Dockyard
and Taikoo Sugar Refinery studied there. The School moved to Braemar Hill in
1984. The premises then served as Pui Chi Boys’ Home under the management
of the Social Welfare Department. It is now Hong Kong Association of Youth
Development Training Centre.
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Quarry Bay & Mount Parker

From Quarry Village to Multifunctional Centre




