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Taikoo Shing & Kornhill
From Dockyard to Home

Taikoo Shing is located at the land reclaimed in between Quarry Point and
Swire's sugar refinery factories, which reminds us Swire’s pivotal role in the
district’s development. Taikoo Dockyard, in the east of Taikoo Sugar Refinery,
began construction in 1902 and commenced operation in 1908. Swire provided
dormitories to the staff members in Quarry Bay, Sai Wan Ho and Kornhill, and
hence the whole district emerged as a self-sufficient community. During the World
War II, the dockyard, the factories and the dormitories were severely damaged,
and some senior staff members were also imprisoned. After war, Swire resumed
the operations in its sugar refinery and dockyard, and also diversified business.
In 1972, Swire Properties was incorporated. In 1975, it began the construction of
its flagship residential project Taikoo Shing at the former site of the dockyard. This
property development project transformed the district from a company town into
a modern housing estate with higher living standard, improved landscape design
and better consumption experience at the shopping mall. It also symbolised the
rise of the middle class in Hong Kong.
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This map shows the planning of Taikoo Sugar Refinery, Taikoo Dockyard and Swire’s proy
which clearly illustrates the concept of a company town. The factories and dockyard w
King’s Road, which was part of Shau Kei Wan Road before 1935. Besides, staff quart
and facilities such as Taikoo Primary School, tennis court and welfare centre were buil
was built on the land reclaimed for the construction of Taikoo Dockyard. Some buildin
Shing House, Tai Chow House, Tai Hing House, Tai Lung House (left), Tai Cheong H
House, Tai Foo House, Tai Hong House (right) and Woodside (bottom left) remain.
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Mr. Wong B4

Former Taikoo Dockyard worker gﬁuntam near the dockyard was Taikoo’s property,

AASEMIEET It was named Kornhill. The mountain was later levelled
for the development of private estate Kornhill.
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‘ ! ndation stone witnessed the construction of the dry dock - but the
L;rr@'ﬂk only, not the whole factory. The construction began in 1902. It used
to be a rock mountain there. Workers took several years to dig and level it.
The drydock is close to the existing Cityplaza car park entrance. It is said
that some remains of the dry dock can still be found at some corners of the
car park.
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[l todk'y art in the maintenance of the fireboat Alexander Grantham.

ﬂo@hnology and skills of constructing the fireboat is somehow
related to Taikoo Dockyard. It also symbolises the achievements
of Hong Kong’s shipbuilding industry.
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Mr. Davy Ho A% 5e4E
Former Executive Director, Swire Properties

AEMENFHES

S0
ﬂhen | was the supervisor of the Taikoo Primary School, its rank was

pped to Band 2. The number of classes reduced and applications
dropped. Then we made some reforms - hired two native English teachers
and two mandarin teachers to teach students and local teachers. Whatever

your academic attainment, language is the most important. | attended
a primary school with Chinese as the medium of instruction. | couldn’t
catch up when | was promoted to Queen’s College. | failed all subjects
except physical education in the first year. Thus, | realised that language is
fundamental to every subject.
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Mr. Lam #R%E%E
Resident of Tai Lok House
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[ We ved to Tai Lok House in 1965,

Lﬁ&ught the flat in 1975. | am so
happy with the life in the Eastern District.
Even when | travel, | miss my home after

a few days.
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m@ lot of photos of the dockyard.

It was really busy when the workers
went for lunch and got off work.
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"/>il{> Primary School used to

L;jp ide free education to the children
in the day time and evening education
for the dockyard workers. | went to
the English class to study technical
English terms for ship repairing.
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Mr. Yeung #8564
Former Taikoo Dockyard worker
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@@er (Yeung Chuen) somehow
fostered the establishment of Taikoo
Dockyard Chinese Welfare Centre. |
was the Welfare Centre's basketball
team captain - not because of my
skills but my father’s contribution. The
Welfare Centre is already demolished,
It sat on the current playground of Tai
Lok House.
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Mr. Wong, Mr. Lam, Mr. Yeung and students
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Wh@ was young, my classmates and | often went to Taikoo swimming

pool. It was open to the public at that time. Victoria Park swimming pool had
not built yet. Thus, Taikoo swimming pool was the safest option.
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Population AR
(2016)

80,307

Scale of Taikoo Shing A& iEAIR

61 L 12,698 =

Price of a Residential Unit, i Tallest Building
First Phase of Taikoo Shing in the Eastern District
AEiB— R &R RERSET

HKSIZU,UUO- OnelslarltiEast Height BE
180'000 RN 308m K)

Names of Streets and Landmark Related to Taikoo Dockyard
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GREIGROAD  FINNIE STREET
EFIi FeE

Kenneth Edward Greig John Finnie

KORNHILL
B

Ferdinand Korn
(Manager of (Manager of (First manager of Taikoo
Taikoo Dockyard) Taikoo Dockyard) Sugar Refinery)
B (KEMERE) | FR (KAGHMELE) (R BRAERR B (EAREE)

Important Events EEE#

]902 Commenced construction of Taikoo Dockyard
A MIRET

]907 Construction completed, but officially began operation in 1908
Rt FEIRER - BF 1908 74 EXRAEE

1941_45 Taikoo Sugar Refinery and Taikoo Dockyard were severely
destroyed by the war
R BRERACRAZ B A RERE

1972 Taikoo Dockyard & Engineering Company and Hongkong & Whampoa
Dock Company merged to form Hongkong United Dockyards
AEMHSRERERBERARA O AR BBANIEEE

1975 Commenced construction of Taikoo Shing
AEHET

1987 Construction of Taikoo Shing completed
Ak T



This set of tourist maps is the learning
outcome of the course “Tourism,
Culture and Society” (2017-2018)
offered by Department of Sociology,
The University of Hong Kong.
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All rights reserved unless otherwise
specified. Prior permissions are required
for reproduction or distribution of the
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Taikoo Shing A d

Under the influence of the architect Le
Corbusier’s vision of urban planning,
footbridges and roads were built in
Taikoo Shing to connect different
residential blocks. The estate also
emphasises landscape design such as
gardens and community space, which
drastically contrasts with other private
housing development in the 1960s. The
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construction of Taikoo Shing completed
in 1987. “Shing” literally means “city” in
Chinese, which is nothing exaggerating.
Taikoo Shing is now home to around
40,000 people, making it one of the
biggest private residential estates in
Hong Kong.
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TAIKOO DOCK

COMMENCED AUGUST 1902
COMPLETED AUGUST 1907
D. MACDONALD M..C.E.

Foundation stone of Taikoo Dockyard
AEREESR

The foundation stone was located at
the drydock. The stone recorded the
opening of the Dockyard in 1907. But
Hong Kong suffered from severe typhoon
and economic instability in 1906-
1907. Thus, Taikoo Dockyard officially
began operation in 1908. After the
demolishment of the dockyard, it was
relocated to the current location, at the
entrance of Cityplaza on Tai Fung Road.
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Image source: Swire Archives
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The Stonewall of
Taikoo Dockyard RSB B8

Most built structures of Taikoo Dockyard
were demolished for the construction of
Taikoo Shing. The stonewall next to the
hotel EAST, Hong Kong was probably
the part of the original structure of the
dockyard.
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The Pak Hin Hok Tapestry
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The tapestry was a gift from Yue
Kee, a merchant having branches in
Guangdong, Hong Kong and Tientsin, to
Swire for the celebration of completion
of the warehouse and wharf at Pak Hin
Hok, Guangzhou (currently known as
Hai Zhu Area) in 1906. The Tapestry was
preserved in Swire’s headquarters in
London until 1997. It was displayed at
Cityplaza One Office Tower.
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Opening hours: 7am - 12midnight
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MTR: Tai Koo Exits D1 or E3
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Cityplaza K&l

Cityplaza was opened in 1983 as a
shopping mall and office complex. Besides
international brands, restaurants, a cinema
and an indoor ice rink, arts and cultural
events and exhibitions are also featured
there. It is still the biggest shopping centre
in the Eastern District.
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Remnants of Taikoo’s cable car A 51

As overseas members of staff were not used to the humid weather of Hong
Kong, Swire built a sanatorium (now demolished) at Quarry Pass (Tai Fung Au).
Therefore, Swire decided to build and operate a cable car system to facilitate the
transportation. The system operated between 1892 and 1932. Nowadays, the
remnants of the cable car system are located near the public toilet of Quarry Pass.
The picnic and exercise facilities are built on the original site of Taikoo's sanatorium.
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Image source: Swire Archives
Walking / Hiking: Hong Kong Trail / Mount Parker Road .)#%/E . KEEQ}E% A
Near Mt. Parker Road Barbecue Area Site 4 at Quarry Pass
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Artwalk in Island East &% [ & |

Swire Properties has been collecting artwork for public display since 1993. The
artworks, which vary from painting, sculpture, interactive installation, etc., are displayed
at various locations at Cityplaza, One Island East, Taikoo Place and Taikoo Shing.
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More information here 8 % &%} :
http://www.taikooplace.com/en/amenities/artcollection



Quarry Bay Park and
Quarry Bay Promenade
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In the 1980s, the government constructed
the Island Eastern Corridor and the Eastern
Harbour Crossingto improve the road
access to the Eastern District. Quarry Bay
Park was built on the reclaimed land next to
these two infrastructure projects. The first
phase of the park opened in 1994. Adjacent
to the park is Quarry Bay Promenade.
Visitors can enjoy a spectacular view of
eastern Kowloon there. Pets are allowed in
part of the Promenade.
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Fireboat Alexander Grantham
Exhibition Gallery
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The fireboat Alexander Grantham was
the Fire Services Department’s flagship
fireboat. Built by Hong Kong Whampoa
Dock Company Limited, it began service
in 1953. After being decommissioned in
2002, it underwent major modification.
It is now displayed at Quarry Bay Park,
showcasing the fireboat’s history and
Hong Kong’s marine rescue service.
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Opening hours: 10am - 6pm; close on Tuesdays
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