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Shau Kei Wan, Sai Wan Ho & Lei King Wan
Living and Working by the Sea

Shau Kei Wan had established as a sizeable village before British colonisation.
Most of the residents were fishermen and stonemasons who worked and lived
by the harbour. Located at the entrance to Lei Yue Mun Channel overlooking
Kowloon Peninsula, the British Army built barracks at Sai Wan Shan as early
as in 1844. This fishing village had gradually urbanised since 1906, when Swire
acquired several plots of land there to build staff quarters, and when tramway
was extended to Sai Wan Ho. After the World War Il, thousands of squatter huts
were illegally built along the hillside and the coast of Shau Kei Wan. This problem
was completely solved only after the last batch of households was relocated
to the public housing at Chai Wan. Meanwhile, amid the significant decline in
fishing activities, the government carried out land reclamation at Aldrich Bay
Typhoon Shelter for housing projects between the 1970s and the 1990s, which
had drastically changed the landscape and community there. Today, Shau Kei
Wan is no longer a fishing village, but a well-developed residential community.
Nevertheless, the streets, temples and festivals there still remind us the district’s
rich history of fishing activities.
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Image source: UC San Diego Library Digital Collections
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This is part of a naval map surveyed in 1935. The road along the coast is King’s Road
Kei Wan Road), which is no longer near Victoria Harbour after the reclamation at Aldrict
Kei Wan is located at a strategic position overseeing Lei Yue Mun Channel, the British Ar
barracks and batteries there. The remnants of Pak Sha Wan Battery are now located in
Museum of Coastal Defence. Shau Kei Wan lost its military importance after the World V.
Wan, Sai Wan Ho and Lei King Wan have been transformed into residential districts.
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Mr. Kok Tai-hei $B#5E %4
Retired fishermen
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Mr. Leung Kam-hei R&B %4
Retired fishermen
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@V@ Tin Hau is very powerful. In 1947, a fire broke out

’9 in the arsenal of Sai Wan, breaking all electric cables and
9 | huge rocks. But no one died in that accident. | believe
9 | | that Tin Hau Temple protected us.
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e old days, some fishermen prayed to Tam
before going fishing. They burnt paper gold
and throw them in the sea.
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@ @ 1980s, the government reclaimed the area of typhoon
shelter and built a new one after that. The richer ones (fishermen)
“moved ashore” and retired. Otherwise you still had to go fishing.
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Wan Ho & Lei King Wan
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@ re the World War I, | lived in Shau Kei Wan. There was a
saying that “A hero is trapped in Shau Kei Wan, and he has no
idea when he can arrive at Central”. In the past, there was not
much entertainment. So | often sneaked out to play football
after school, when my mum was not aware of. The scattered
wooden houses were built along the tram route. Going to
Central was something really big. We went there once in one or
two months to buy what we need.

TR2AERET . [RERRSHES  FAFRRHER] -
BRY . 28 (W] IBBRA . RBERBHHR - RBH “%ﬁ
REE  BRHPREGASE  SR— ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁeﬂiiﬂﬁif@ 17{

<

o

n every 8th April (lunar calendar), | joined the lion dance for
thL

Tam Kung birthday celebration. | knew Kung Fu but | was
too young to handle the lion, so | performed as the “big head
Buddha” (“daai tou fat” in Cantonese). In the past, Shau Kei
Wan Main Street East was for pedestrians only. There was no
car. During the Chinese new year, a lot of fishermen came back
to Shau Kei Wan, and so most stores along the street served
these customers at that time.
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Population AR

(1841) L @oe
1,200 200 - 174,751
Shau Kei Wan % 8 A Kung Ngam ZE A%

Population of Shau Kei Wan Squatter Huts
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1964 1976

~53,000 ~31,000

No. of Ships at Shau Kei Wan Typhoon Shelter
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1978 1985 2018

1200 780 388

Origins of Names 13k H

SHAUKEI WAN | ALDRICH BAY
e | B

The Chinese name literally Named after Commanding Royal
means “Colander Bay”. and Superintendent Engineer Major

IR G HARR  HIEHSB Edward Aldrich.
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Important Events EE%E#

]596 The earliest written record of Shau Kei Wan.
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Ming Dynasty

(Wangli reign)
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1844 The construction of Shau Kei Wan Road (now Electric Road,
King’ s Road and Shau Kei Wan Road).
FREEEE (ARFNERE RE2BRGELE)
18608 Quarrying took place at A Kung Ngam for land reclamation at

including Fu Tau Wat Village.

ENENE

East Point. Stonemasons moved in and established villages
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This set of tourist maps is the learning
outcome of the course “Tourism,
Culture and Society” (2017-2018)
offered by Department of Sociology,
The University of Hong Kong.
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Shau Kei Wan Main Street East
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The town markets around Shau Kei Wan
Main Street were established before
the 1840s. Villagers of Chai Wan and
Tai Tam visited there too. In order to
combat pirates, the colonial government
constructed a main street on the
waterfront of Shau Kei Wan and widened
the road there, which roughly covers the
current Main Street. Most of the buildings
serving the fishermen community were
demolished in the 1970s amid the
decline of fishing activities. Nowadays,
the Main Street becomes a “street food
paradise” with various restaurants, cafes
and snack shops. The tram terminates
there.
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Its military collections include firearms,
artillery, weapons, documents and
uniforms. Visitors can visit the ruins
of Lei Yue Mun Pass Battery. Public
access to the abandoned Pak Sha
Wan Battery is however restricted. The
Museum suffered from severe damage
by Typhoon Mangkhut in 2018 and
closed for renovation.
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MTR: Shau Kei Wan Exit C
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Hong Kong Museum of
Coastal Defence &t igR5 14 eE

The Museum used to be part of Lei
Yue Mun Fort. Since its construction in
1887, the Fort had been pivotal to the
colony’s coastal defence. The Museum
opened in 2000 after major renovation.
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Opening hours: 10am-6pm (Mar to Sep); 10am-5pm (Oct to Feb); close on Thursdays
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MTR: Shau Kei Wan Exit B2 5888 : &5 B2 10

Shau Kei Wan Typhoon Shelter # 3 & R\ &
Fishing activities used to be Hong Kong’s major
economic activity. Until the 1970s, there were
still many sampans, big and small vessels
anchored at the natural typhoon shelter in Shau
Kei Wan. Among them were also home-cum-
boat. The scale of the typhoon shelter, however,
had reduced after the land reclamation took
place in the 1990s.
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Tin Hau Temple X5
Tin Hau is a goddess of the sea. Due to
city’s proximity to the sea and vibrant fishing
activities in the past, many Tin Hau Temples
are built in different regions of Hong Kong.
Tsang Koon Man, the owner of a quarry
company at A Kung Ngam, had made
significant donation to the construction of
this temple in 1873. The strong typhoon in 1874 did not bring severe damage to Shau
Kei Wan. The residents believed that it was due to the blessing of Tin Hau. The temple
then became the community and religious centre of Shau Kei Wan.
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Lei Yue Mun Barracks SR FIEE

It is one of the earliest British Army fortifications in Hong Kong. The War Department
constructed the barracks in 1889. Before 1939, it was used as offices and married
quarters of the British Army. In December 1941, the Barracks fell to the hands of the
Japanese in the Battle of Hong Kong. After the World War |l, it became the training
ground of the British Army. The premises was returned to the government in 1987 for
civil use, and was later revitalised as the current Lei Yue Mun Park and Holiday Village.
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Declared monument (Blocks 7, 10 & 25) SEE & (27~ 10 & 25 £E)

Bus B+ : 8,8X,9, 14, 19, 81, 81A, 82, 106, 118, 606, 682, 694, 780

Minibus /N © 20, 65, 66 & 66A

Get off at Chai Wan Road and around 10 minutes walk

REEETE » H17810 D

Booking required & ithZEZ785] © Check here 5#1& : www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/camp/p_lymp.php

Ming Wah Dai Ha B3& X &

Ming Wah Dai Ha (“Dai Ha” means
building in Chinese), built in 1962, is one
of the earliest project of the Hong Kong
Housing Society. The low-cost public
housing project was named after Bishop
Ronald Owen Hall (whom has a Chinese
name “Ho Ming Wah”), who was the
founding member of the HKHS. It is the
redevelopment project of squatter area

. . . MTR: Shau Kei Wan Exit C
Luk Bo Tsuen. Ming Wah Dai Ha consists s BEMYE C O

of 10 blocks which provides 2,516 units in
total. A 3-phased redevelopment project
commenced in 2013.
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Tam Kung Temple 842§

This Tam Kung Temple is among the oldest ones in Hong Kong.
It was built by the fishermen from Huizhou in 1905. Tam Kung
is a god protecting fishermen. It is believed the sculpture of
Tam Kung in this temple was made according to fishermen’s
memory of his real face. The Temple was once categorised as
= Grade | historical building, but was downgraded as Grade |lI
., building after its renovation in 2002. The Temple organises an
annual celebration on the birthday of Tam Kung.
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Shing Wong Temple 1#B& Ea
Shing Wong Temple was built in 1877 in its original name “Fook Tak Chi”. It was
expanded and renamed by the Chinese Temples Committees in 1974. “Shing Wong”



refers the god who acts as the defensive wall (Shing)
and moat (Wong) to protect the residents.
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Opening hours: 9am - 5pm BIASR] @ L 9 BREE T4 5 BF
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Tai Cheong House, Tai Foo House,

Tai Hong House, Tai Lok House, Tai Shun House
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Swire built 8 blocks of 4-floor red bricks staff dormitories in 1906 at the coastal area of
Sai Wan Ho. In the 1960s, Swire redeveloped the dormitories there and turned into the
current 11-floor residential blocks.
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Tai On Street and Tai On House

AR XRE

Tai On Building is a residential and
commercial complex constructed in 1968.
Together with the catering outlets along Tai
On street, it is now renowned for street food.
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Shipyards B &

Shau Kei Wan has a long history of
Chinese junk production since the Ming
Dynasty. The shipbuilding industry at
Shau Kei Wan flourished in the 1960s and
1970s to meet the demand from fishing
and trading business. Now, the shipyards
near Tam Kung Temple mainly provides [ Private. Not open to public. Fh At + FEARBK
ship repair and maintenance services.
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Lei King Wan / SOHO East fi#%i# / SOHO ¥

Lei King Wan is a private housing estate developed by Swire Properties in 1988. The
ground floor facing the waterfront is called SOHO East, which turned the area into a
hub of pubs and restaurants offering international cuisines.
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