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Chai Wan, Siu Sai Wan & Cape Collinson
An Unforgettable Corner of the Island

Being remote from city centre, the roles of Chai Wan to Hong Kong’s economic
development and maritime defence are often ignored. Most early residents there
were Hakka people. Chai Wan remained as a self-sufficient village for a long
period of time while other parts of northeastern Hong Kong Island began to
develop. Entering the 1950s, thousands of refugees from the Chinese Mainland
built illegal squatter huts there. The government also gradually relocated some
families from the squatter areas in other districts to the resettlement housing
in Chai Wan. At around the same time, the government developed industrial
blocks in Chai Wan. With the completion of the MTR Island Line and the Eastern
Corridor in the 1980s, transport between Chai Wan and other parts of the
territory have been greatly improved. More public housing estates were built,
which transformed Chai Wan into a residential and industrial district. Siu Sai
Wan was developed after Chai Wan. This isolated bay was also known as “Chai
Wan Tsai” in the old days. But it is probably more famous for another English
name “Little Sai Wan”, which is the nickname of the base of Royal Air Force’s
intelligence service from the 1950s to the 1960s. Next to Siu Sai Wan is Cape
Collinson, where is the eastmost point of Hong Kong Island.
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fak Kok Tau

Cape Collinson )

This is part of the map that surveyed by Britain’'s War
Office and Air Ministry in the late 1950s, when Chai
Wan just began to transform into a modern industrial
and residential district. There were sizeable villages
(area shaded in grey) and farmland (area shaded in
blue) at the beach of Sai Wan (i.e. Chai Wan). Chai
Wan Resettlement Estate was built next to the village.
There were also cemeteries along Cape Collinson
Road. Although Chai Wan Road connected Siu Sai
Wan to the city centre, the district remained isolated
for decades.
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/C? ﬂ/ﬂ?lan witnessed the industrial
transition in Hong Kong. In the
1950s, a lot of mainlanders took
refuge in Hong Kong. Because
of the Korean War, Hong Kong
transformed from a re-export
hub into an industrial city. Light
industries had their factories
opened in Chai Wan.
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Chai Wan, Siu Sai Wan
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[ﬁﬁpanese attack on Sai Wan Battery occurred at the

same period as the Pearl Harbour attack. It is really rare for
Britain to surrender unconditionally. Although a 18-day battle
seems short, it was remarkably tough for the British army
to defend for 18 days with limited military support. This war
had a great influence. It changed our attitude to the British.
Britain also began to implement administrative reforms in
colonies after the World War II.
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Dr. Chow Ka-kin Kelvin AxREZ{#+

Scholar specialised in Hong Kong
wartime history and heritage
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Population AR

(1841)  (2016)

30 139,433

Earliest Economic Activities
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®  Fishing #ifa
®  Farming ¥
®  Ceramics industry ERE

Origins of Names 1% 3k H

CHAI WAN
e

The Chinese name literally means “firewood
bay”. It is believed that the forestation there
was used for firewood logs. It used to be
called “Sai Wan”, as “Chai” is pronounced
as “Sai” in Hakka.
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SIU SAI WAN
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It used to be called “Ma Tong

Wan"; named after Ma Tong Shan
(Pottinger Peak) nearby.
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Important Events EEE#
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QING DYNASTY
(KANGXI REIGN)
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Area around the beach in Chai Wan became
where sailing ships replenish fresh water
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The Law clan moved into Chai Wan
BRRREASS

Major Public Housing Projects after the World War Il
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1957

Chai Wan
Resettlement Estate
(Chai Wan Tsuen)
LBEBE (SETR)

Chai Wan Factory
Estate
LET R

1959

Hing Wah Estate
FEEGD

1971
1979

Wan Tsui Estate
R

Siu Sai Wan Estate
NEETER

1990

1994
1996

2000

Yiu Tung Estate
JRER B

Hing Tung Estate
HERB

Chai Wan Estate
(redevelopment
project)
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This set of tourist maps is the learning
outcome of the course “Tourism,
Culture and Society” (2017-2018)
offered by Department of Sociology,
The University of Hong Kong.
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Wah Ha Estate Z&E 4}

Chai Wan began to industrialise in
the late 1950s. The Public Works
Department constructed Chai Wan
Factory Estate in 1959 for the
resettlement of the factories in the
squatter area. Wah Ha Estate is the
public housing estate being revitalised
from the Factory Estate. It is now the
only existing H-shaped factory block.
There are display boards located next
to the estate’s entrance, which show
the Estate’s industrial past. Tourists
are required to stay away from the
entrance. Only photography is allowed,
and video shooting is prohibited.
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Grade Il Historic Building — £ FE 5P 2 58
MTR: Chai Wan MTR station
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Cape Collinson Road

Q siting outArea
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Cape Collinson Battery
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Sai Wan War Cemetery and Memorials
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During the World War Il, many soldiers
from Britain, Canada, the Netherlands as
well as Hong Kong sacrificed. Sai Wan
War Cemetery is the final resting place
of more than 1,480 casualties from the
members of the Commonwealth and 438
unidentified burials during the World War
IIl. The Cemetery is built on the western
slope of Pottinger Peak. The entrance of
the cemetery is Sai Wan Memorials, which
commemorate the names of more than
2,000 servicemen during the WWI and
WWII. The cemetery opened in 1946, and
it is now managed by the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission.
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Opening hours: 8am-5pm
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Sai Wan Battery and Barracks
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The British Army built barracks (demolished) at Sai Wan Hill in 1844, which was one
of the earliest fortifications in the colony. The barracks oversaw the Lei Yun Mun
Channel, Kowloon Peninsula and Victoria Harbour. The panoramic view proved the
military value of the Shau Kei Wan and Chai Wan. On the night of 18 December 1941,
the Japanese attacked Sai Wan Battery. Six gunners were killed and 20 soldiers
were captured and bayoneted to death. The Japanese constructed some military
constructions such as tunnels there during the occupation.
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Law Uk Folk Museum BER 468

The Hakka people settled in Chai Wan
in the early 18th Century changed Chai
Wan into a fishing village. Law Uk is
oldest village house on Hong Kong Island
that constructed in the 18th Century and
the only existing one in Chai Wan. Law

= UK literally means “Law’s house”. The
Law clan moved out in 1976 and the museum opened in 1990 to display the daily life
of Hakka people.
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Opening hours:10am-6pm, close on Thursdays
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Pottinger Peak Country Trail 8 F1LU3BERE

Pottinger Peak Country Trail starts from Ma Tong Au of Shek O to Cape
Collinson Road. It is 1.9 km long. Tourists can enjoy the stunning views of the
Mount Collinson and the adjacent Dragon’s Back along the trail.
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The Cape Collinson Chinese Permanent Cemetery TEE 3 A Xk EiHiS

The Buddhist Cemetery & & i 11815

Holy Cross Roman Catholic Cemetery 3X#E X+ B+ FRI1HS

Cape Collinson Muslim Cemetery [E 51515

Since the 1880s, the hillside of Shau Kei Wan and Chai Wan had been
designated for cemetery purpose. With the growing population after the World
War Il, the colonial government further developed four cemeteries along Cape
Collinson Road in the 1960s.
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Cape Collinson Muslim Mosque %i#§HF

In order to compensate for the resumption of a cemetery and a small mosque in
Ho Man Tin in 1963, the colonial government provided a land for a cemetery in
Cape Collinson and constructed Cape Collinson Mosque (also called Chai Wan
Masjid) there. The architectural design of the Mosque shows an eclectic modernist
and Islamic style. With growing number of Muslim families living in Chai Wan, the
mosque began to offer daily prayers. Children also learn the Holy Quran there.
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Cape Collinson Lighthouse BEE &181%

Cape Collinson (also known as Hak Kok Tau) is located at a strategic position to the
eastern side of Hong Kong waters. The lighthouse there was built in 1876, which is
named after Lieutenant Thomas Collinson. The signal light is located at the rooftop,
which guided sea and air traffic. The ground floor used to the dormitory of the
lighthouse keeper. It was renovated in 1966 and became automated.
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Cape Collinson Battery & R £

With the increasing worry of Japan’s military threat, the British Army built a battery
at Cape Collinson in the late 1930s. However, the British Army destroyed the
battery before the Japanese occupied Hong Kong Island. Some remnants are
located at Cape Collinson Correctional Institution (public access restricted). The
pillbox at Cape Collinson is not well preserved after the World War Il. It was severely
damaged by Typhoon Mangkhut in 2018.
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Chai Wan, Siu Sai Wan & Cape Collinson
An Unforgettable Corner of the Island




