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Fortress Hill & North Point
People’s Entertainment Paradise

North Point is located at the northernmost of Hong Kong Island. In 1880, the British
Army established a battery on the hill near Fort Street (on the western side of North
Point), thus the area was given its name as “Fortress Hill”. Even though it was adjacent
to Victoria City (roughly from now Western District to Causeway Bay), the development
of North Point was much slower than East Point (now Causeway Bay) in the early
colonial days. It was not vibrant until Chiuchownese, Fujianese, Hakka people and
Chinese Indonesians had moved in and developed the district around the 1920s. After
the World War Il, many Shanghainese moved in and turned it into an entertainment hub.
Close to these entertainment facilities were, ironically, squatter areas. At that time, Hong
Kong suffered from housing shortage amid the influx of Mainland Chinese refugees.
The squatter areas in the Eastern District accommodated a vast amount of immigrants.
North Point had hence become one of the designated sites for several earliest public
housing projects. Nowadays, the squatter huts and most of the entertainment facilities
are gone. Nevertheless, North Point is still a vibrant residential district and home to
many Fujianese people.
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This Outline Development Plan in 1957 clearly shows that the government designated
North Point as an area for higher density residential development (marked in orange).
The bus depot and the nearby area, which are shown in the middle of the map, were
not used for public housing development eventually. In the mid 1990s, Island Place was
built on the site. North Point Estate (now demolished) was located between the bus
depot and the ferry pier. Healthy Village and Model Housing Estate were built along Tsat
Tsz Mui Road. The east to Tin Chiu Road is now incorporated into Quarry Bay district.
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| &1/ liked watching movies at
ELrP’:le Theatre when | was
small... | usually sneaked in
during intermission when there
were fewer people to enjoy
“free movie”.
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Prof. Lui Tai-lok B K%

Vice President (Research and Development),
the Education University of Hong Kong
Former resident of North Point & current
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Co-founder, Walk In Hong Kong
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Wi Mchat with the older generation, many of them recalled that the streets
went dark when the tram passed by Victoria Park. But the area nearby State
Theatre was so bright. Not only is the Theatre symbolic to the post-war
cultural development, but also influential to the development of Hong Kong’s
popular music and entertainment industry.
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Mr. Wan Hing-yuen FER %4
Former North Point resident and student of Taikoo Primary School
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@Mld days, a lot of entertainment activities took place in Ritz, even
including the first ever Miss Hong Kong Pageant. It served as a swimming
pool in the morning, where | learnt swimming when | was small.
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@@ark was my favorite place when | was young. The entrance fee was
just 30 cents. It was even fancier than Lai Chi Kok Amusement Park. There
were Cantonese operas, magic shows, several amusement rides and game
booths. It's big and full of different kinds of entertainments. But visitors had
to pay extra for restaurant and cinema. In the old days, we didn’t have any
TV set; even radio was something luxurious. If | had 30 cents, | would be

insanely happy to go to Lunar Park.
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@@ liked going to Choi Sai Woo for its spectacular view and relaxing
environment. Children also liked swimming there at the time. However,
drowning happened every year. There were (thus) rumours that “water ghost
are looking for human sacrifice” (to rationalise the casualties).
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@@‘frightened” when | used to visit Chun Yeung Street. When you talked
to the hawkers in Cantonese, they replied you in Fujianese. There are many
traditional Fujianese food that | was unfamiliar with. There were lots of illegal
hawkers. The market was so wet and dirty that | had to clean my feet after the
visit.
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Tﬂ\%re was only one entrance in

Sunbeam Theatre (in the old days).
There was no “exclusive access for
performers” not even any emergency

exit.
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Lij leh | was 7-8 years old, | started

rn Cantonese Opera. My
father supervised my practice after
school. When | grew up, | performed
in Sunbeam Theatre. At that time,
the locally famous opera troupes as
well as those from Taiwan and the
Greater China also performed there,
which made the entertainment
business in North Point thrive. At
night, a lot of people rushed to
watch drama in State Theatre and
Sunbeam Theatre. Western movies
were shown in State Theatre while
the Chinese ones were shown in
Sunbeam, making North Point a
vibrant cultural and entertainment
hub.
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@@ the reform and opening
up (in 1978), opera troupes from
different provinces came to
Sunbeam Theatre to perform, such
as Min Opera, Chinese crosstalk,
Hunan opera etc., and had cultural
exchange. In the 1970s, the most
expensive opera ticket costed
HK$20 only.
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Mr. Law Ka-ying BRHE &4
Veteran Cantonese Opera actor
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@@am Theatre is important to
the entertainment industries of Hong
Kong, and even the Greater China.
Therefore, the Cantonese opera
circle are engaging with different
stakeholders, hoping to preserve
Sunbeam from demolition or being
reconstructed as a shopping mall.
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Population AR
(1849) (2016)

Arour;g 200 iiT(S.?:ty;Sy;g;” Village 120’383

Average monthly income Fi§8 AUt A (2016)

HKD$16,487

District Council Constituency and % of
population speaking Fukien

EREEERBEZEAALSA (2016)

3.58% 13.31%  16.97% 26.84%

Braemar Hill Fortress Hill City Garden Provident
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Important Events EE# ¢

1894 Completion of Swire's Braemar Reservoir at now Choi Sai Woo Park
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1916 North Point Power Station at now City Garden began operation
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1941_45 The Japanese Army established a prisoner-of-war camp around now
King's Road Playground and Tin Chiu Street Playground
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1967 2 children were killed by a bomb at Ching Wah Street during the riots
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2007 Town Planning Board imposed height restrictions at some parts at
North Point
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This set of tourist maps is the learning
outcome of the course “Tourism,
Culture and Society” (2017-2018)
offered by Department of Sociology,

The University of Hong Kong.
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Oi! / Former clubhouse of Royal Hong Kong
Yacht Club
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The former clubhouse of the Royal Hong
Kong Yacht Club opened in 1908. The
Club’s headquarters is no longer located
on the waterfront after reclamation. The
clubhouse building has been revitalised
as Oil Street Art Space, which promotes
visual arts via exhibitions and forums.



North Point

Ferry Pier
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State Theatre £ #Bi%

Empire Theatre opened in 1952 and it was
renamed as State Theatre in 1959. The
“parabola-like” concrete arches above the roof
makes its architecture unique. The theatre
closed in 1997 amid the decline of Hong
Kong’s movie industry. The Antiquities and

Monuments Office announced the Theatre as a
Grade | historic building in 2017.
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Grade Il Historic Building

MTR: Fortress Hill Exit A

Original work by Wpcpey;

REIEE [BY3.0) ##

Grade | Historic Building —#% i £ i2 58
MTR: Fortress Hill Exit B



s/,
nd,
£as,
ter, o,
it
" a,
Al

IcAC

Headquarters.
uilding

WRLRBBEE

Jav:
) R targy

Q Healthy Village @ Harbour Plaza
[ “North Point
ERRRAG

N [
5
RAEH, - '
. b 5 ol MTR: North Point Exit B1
M QBN Q Homakons B4 AN B O
ERHZBEL N Federation of Youth

Groups Building

Site of the former Luna Park
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i Luna Park (“Yuet Yuen” in Chinese),
which consisted of amusement
W park, theatre and nightclub, was
Quarry Ba Hong Kong’s largest entertainment
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hub. Opened in 1949, it witnessed
North Point’s glorious past as an
entertainment centre after the World
War Il. The park was demolished in
1954, and the government named
a newly constructed street nearby
as Yuet Yuen Street. Several old
buildings still exist nowadays.
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Chun Yeung Street

The outdoor wet market along Chun Yeung Street sells
a wide range of products such as vegetables, meat and
daily necessities. The trams cruise through the busy
market which make it a famous tourist spot. The street
is named after the Fujianese tycoon Kwok Chun Yeung
(or Kwik Djoen Eng) to recognise his contribution to
North Point’s economy.
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Remains of Nga Choi Hang Tsuen 3 381 #3i& BF

With the influx of refugees after the World War Il, a
community was gradually formed around Cloud View
Road as Nga Choi Hang Tsuen. The name, literally
means “Village of Sprout Pit” in Chinese, is probably
named after the residents’ economic activities —
planting bean sprouts. Between the 1970s and the
1980s, the Housing Department carried out large scale
demolition of squatter huts in urban area, including
Nga Choi Hang Tsuen.
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Opened in 1963,

There is no formal route leading
to the remains. Visitors should
be cautious.
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Chinese Goods Centre Limited

this department store
specialises on a variety of Chinese made
products in order to accommodate customers’
daily needs. During the riots in 1967, the leftist
group hung banners from the building’s exterior.
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Opening hours & 35 : 10:30am to 9:30pm
MTR: North Point Exit B1
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Sunbeam Theatre ¥ E:F%

Opened in 1972, Sunbeam Theatre is currently
the only cultural venue in North Point that
performs Cantonese opera regularly. It also
served as a movie theatre.
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Kai Yuen Street # 8 #

The slope “Kai Yuen Hill” was composed of Kai Yuen Street, as well as the
demolished Upper Kai Yuen Lane and Lower Kai Yuen Lane. Currently a place where
some dilapidated six-storey buildings and construction fields can be seen, it was
once the high-end residential area in the 1930s. When the renowned modern Chinese
writer Eileen Chang lived in King’s Road in early the 1950s and completed the novel
Naked Earth, she frequently visited her friend Stephen Soong and his wife at Kai Yuen
Street. Thus, Kai Yuen Street has became a pilgrimage site for her fans.
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Choi Sai Woo Park EFE# 2 E

Choi Sai Woo Park was formerly home to
one of the reservoirs that Swire constructed
for its factories, dockyard and dormitories.
The reservoir’s unofficial Chinese name,
“Choi Sai Woo”, literally means “being
comparable to West Lake in Hangzhou”,
and compliments on it the scenery. After the
reservoirs ceased operation in 1977, part of
the land was returned to the government,
and built a park there in 1985. Nowadays,
it is still a popular park especially among
hikers. Visitors can proceed to Sir Cecil’'s
Ride via Braemar Hill Road or the nearby Po
Luen Path.

EEH AL RA S A THIH - ABIRSKKE - ERBAKE
WESIEENMNIEY - Eik R 218 < KR 1977 FEILEE - 85
SR BTN 1085 SRR ANE - EFEHAMRES AN - LHF
LB - R U B L B ,

BRI (£ BRI - e e

Site of the former Ritz Bt % #8 & Rk

Ritz was a luxurious entertainment venue back in the 1940s with a wide range of
facilities including swimming pool, mini-golf course, ballroom and ice skating rink.
It hosted Hong Kong's first beauty pageant in 1946. It was later demolished for the
construction of Ritz Garden Apartments.
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