	
	
	MAEL HIGH
	185
	
	MAEL LOW
	186
	
	
	P Value

	AGE<60
	
	149
	74
	49.66443
	
	75
	50.33557
	
	

	AGE>60
	
	201
	111
	55.22388
	
	90
	44.77612
	
	0.302908

	AFP<400
	
	215
	117
	54.4186
	
	98
	45.5814
	
	

	AFP>400
	
	65
	23
	35.38462
	
	42
	64.61538
	
	 .007158

	fibrosis_ishak_score=0
	74
	35
	47.2973
	
	39
	52.7027
	
	

	fibrosis_ishak_score 1-6
	138
	63
	45.65217
	
	75
	54.34783
	
	0.81886

	MALE
	
	184
	124
	67.3913
	
	60
	32.6087
	
	

	FEMALE
	
	187
	61
	32.62032
	
	126
	67.37968
	
	< .00001

	STAGE I
	
	169
	81
	47.92899
	
	88
	52.07101
	
	

	STAGE II-IV
	174
	87
	50
	
	87
	50
	
	

	STAGE I-II
	
	255
	130
	50.98039
	
	125
	49.01961
	
	

	STAGE III-IV
	105
	55
	52.38095
	
	50
	47.61905
	
	 .80904

	HBSAG+
	
	139
	74
	53.23741
	
	65
	46.76259
	
	

	HBSAG-
	
	234
	111
	47.4359
	
	123
	52.5641
	
	0.278567

	GRADE 1-II
	231
	116
	50.21645
	
	115
	49.78355
	
	

	GRADE III-IV
	134
	67
	50
	
	67
	50
	
	0.9682












	Features
	Sum
	MAEL 
high expression
(185)
	MAEL  
low expression 
(186)
	P Value

	Age (years)
	

	AGE≤60
	149
	74
	75
	

	AGE>60
	201
	111
	90
	0.302908

	AFP (ng/mL)
	
	
	
	

	≤400
	215
	117
	98
	

	>400
	65
	23
	42
	 .007158

	Ishak fibrosis score
	
	
	
	

	 ≤0
	74
	35
	39
	

	1-6
	138
	63
	75
	0.81886

	Gender
	
	
	
	

	Male
	184
	124
	60
	

	Female
	187
	61
	126
	< .00001

	Tumor staging (AJCC)
	
	
	
	

	Stage I-II
	255
	130
	125
	

	Stage III-IV
	105
	55
	50
	 .80904

	Hepatitis B virus surface Ag
	
	
	
	

	Positive
	139
	74
	65
	

	Negative
	234
	111
	123
	0.278567

	Tumor grade
	
	
	
	

	Grade I-II
	231
	116
	115
	

	Grade III-IV
	134
	67
	67
	0.9682














	*P < 0.05 represents statistically significant and is shown in bold.
