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Explore@HKUL

Looking for 
Educational insights 
with library resources



At the end of this session, you will be able to:

 Identify Scholarly Sources 

 Locate library resources with different tools

 Apply search strategies to find focused information

 Use the Educational databases

Learning Outcomes



Which sources have you used for your assignment or papers? 

Code: 1185 3748

https://www.menti.com/gxkabm5keh

Share your answer 
on Mentimeter

https://www.menti.com/gxkabm5keh


Identify Scholarly Sources 



Library provides you with scholarly
and academic information sources 

for your study

Search Engines

Social network sites

Discussion forum

Online videos

Wikipedia

For general 
information needs

Google Scholar

Databases

Journals/Articles

Newspapers

Dissertations and Theses

Types of information sources



Wikipedia: should we use it?

You can use Wikipedia to understand the key issues/debates

 Remember that Wikipedia is a wiki. Anyone can edit an article, delete accurate 
information or add false information, which the reader may not recognize.

 Read and cite the original sources



Why Scholarly Resources?

Scholarly Sources Non-Scholarly Sources

Who 
writes?

Journalists/ Staff/ 
Guest Writers/ Non-specialists

Who 
reads?

Scholars/ Researchers/ College students/ 
Experts in the field

Purpose To inform or entertain

Look and 
feel?

Mostly black-and-white format, charts, 
graphs, statistics, list of references, 

minimal or no advertising

Who 
reviews?

Editor

Scholars / Researchers/ 
Experts in the field

To share the results of scientific 
research with experts in the field

General public

Extensive advertisement and 
photos, colorful cover – designed to 

appeal to the general public

Experts in the field review each article for 
accuracy, relevance, significance 

(the peer review process)

Expected to use 
when writing 
academic papers



E-reference database

Oxford Bibliographies. Education 
• A expert guide to the essential literature in the topic
• Each article make up a list of authoritative information sources
• Provide seamless access to full text which saved your time 

http://find.lib.hku.hk/record=HKU_IZ51534493010003414


E-newspaper databases

The Chronicle of Higher Education
A source of news, information, and jobs for college 
and university faculty members and administrators.

Education Week
Articles, profiles, commentary, legislation, state and 
national news and book reviews for teachers and 
administrators in elementary and secondary schools.

Times Higher Education Supplement
Access to world university rankings, news, opinions, 
features and book reviews.

The Times Educational Supplement
Educational materials, jobs, news and courses from 
and for the world’s best community of teachers and 
school leaders.

Access via Publisher site / ProQuest / Factiva

https://libguides.lib.hku.hk/education-general/news#s-lib-ctab-17458153-0
https://libguides.lib.hku.hk/education-general/news#s-lib-ctab-17458153-1
https://libguides.lib.hku.hk/education-general/news#s-lib-ctab-17458153-2
https://libguides.lib.hku.hk/education-general/news#s-lib-ctab-17458153-3


Research Articles

List of references

Results & 
Discussion

Author’s 
qualifications

Abstract
(short summary)

Methodology

Date published, 
volume, issue

Conclusions

Which part 
would you 

consult 
first?

• Present the findings of a study, research or experiment
• Provide in-depth analysis of ONE specialized topic
• Written by scholars or experts in the discipline 
• Peer-reviewed for quality assurance



Peer-reviewed:  a process by which a scholarly work (such as 
a paper or a research proposal) is checked by a group of experts
in the same field to make sure it meets the necessary standards 
before it is published or accepted.

Merriam-Webster Dictionary (2014) 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/peer%20review

What is Peer Review?

Learn more: 
An Introduction to Peer Review
Online course by Web of Science Academy

• Different types of peer review
• Research integrity issues
• Structure peer review reports 
• Respond to peer reviewer comments

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/peer%20review
https://webofscienceacademy.clarivate.com/learn/course/external/view/elearning/119/an-introduction-to-peer-review


E-these databases

 Local universities

HKU Theses online @Scholars Hub
holds more than 29,000 titles of theses and 
dissertations submitted for higher degrees to 
the University of Hong Kong since 1941

Dissertations & Theses @ CUHK

HKUST Electronic Theses

PolyU Electronic Theses 

CityU Theses Online

HKBU Theses and Dissertations

Lingnan theses and dissertations

http://hub.hku.hk/advanced-search?location=thesis
http://easyaccess.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/pqdtlocal1005856?accountid=10371
http://lbezone.ust.hk/rse/electronic-theses
https://theses.lib.polyu.edu.hk/
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/digital/thesis/
https://scholars.hkbu.edu.hk/en/studentTheses/
https://commons.ln.edu.hk/otd


E-these databases

 Worldwide
ProQuest Dissertations & Theses (PQDT) 
Digital dissertation consortium (DDC) 

 Mainland
CNKI中國知網
中國博士學位論文全文數據庫
中國優秀碩士學位論文全文數據庫

 Taiwan
臺灣博碩士論文知識加值系統

 Open Access 
Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD)o databases in 
one g

http://find.lib.hku.hk/record=HKU_IZ61541680790003414
http://find.lib.hku.hk/record=HKU_IZ61540165320003414
http://find.lib.hku.hk/record=HKU_IZ61515524930003414
http://find.lib.hku.hk/record=HKU_IZ61512011770003414
http://www.ndltd.org/resources/find-etds


Locate Library resources 
with different tools



Google Scholar
P Scholarly version of Google 
O Not all works are peer-reviewed, some are not reliable
O Too many results and it takes time to select

Library databases
P Information are relevant to your subject
P More user-friendly interface to navigate and refine 

search results

Go to databases when you need: 
• Subject specific research materials
• Specific type of research material

e.g. statistics, legal information, images

Find@HKUL
P Quick start for all library resources 
P Connects to full-text download options
O Sometimes too many results when your keywords are 

not specific enough

Where to find Library Resources?



Link to other sites 
without access

Google Scholar
https://scholar.google.com 

https://scholar.google.com/


❶

❷
❸

❹

❺

❻

Configure to link to HKUL full-text subscriptions:
1. Click on the Menu icon
2. Go to Settings
3. Choose Library Links
4. Search for “hkul”
5. Check the box of “The University of Hong Kong - View It @HKUL”
6. Save

ViewIt@HKUL



Library Website - Search Box

Search by 
Author/Title

Search for 
any library 
materials Find e-Book 

or databases

Search the
Course 
materials

Link to 
Advanced 
Search

Search the 
HKUL website

https://lib.hku.hk/

https://lib.hku.hk/


Find@HKUL

One-stop discovery platform for books, e-books, videos, articles, digital media, etc. 
in HKU Libraries and other UGC-funded university libraries via HKALL

Enter your keywords here

Click the icon 
on the website 
floating bar



Select search scope

Beyond HKUL
HKALL   Collections in all 8 
UGC-funded university libraries.

HKUL Collection
Books+  Print & e-books, journal & 
newspaper titles, CDs, DVDs, etc.

Articles+  Libraries’ subscribed articles 



Apply search strategies 

to find focused information



1. Change from Simple search to Advanced search

2. Select search scope from the pull-down menu

Find@HKUL Advanced Search - Field

Any fields (Default)

Title
Author
 Subject

 ISBN
 ISSN
Call Number
Table of Contents



Find@HKUL Refine search results

Total no. of results

Filter results by 
peer-reviewed journal, 
resource type, 
publication year, etc. 

Sort by relevance, 
date, author or title



Tips Function Example

Truncation  *

?  $  #
Symbol varies in databases

Broaden search results
- search words with different endings
- search words that are spelled differently

child* = find children, child, childhood

col*r = express both color, colour

Quotation mark  “ “
Narrow search results
- search phrase in exact order

“Speech disorder”

Build an effective search statement

• Use commands to make each search more precise, 
resulting in more focused results  



Tips Function Example

AND
Boolean operator

Narrow down search results STEM education AND Hong Kong

NOT
Boolean operator

Narrow down search results gamification NOT business

OR
Boolean operator

Broaden search results
- related concepts
- synonyms

(blended learning OR flipped learning)
AND children

Higher education AND (challenges OR risk 
OR problem)Parentheses  ( )

enclose the search terms and 
link them up with OR

Build an effective search statement



“Flipped learning” Gamification Hong Kong

OR
Synonym

OR
Synonym

OR
Synonym

OR
Synonym

OR
Synonym

OR
Synonym

AND AND

Concept Concept Concept      

Eg. What do you think about flipped learning and 
use of gamification in Hong Kong education?

Build an effective search statement

 ( “Flipped learning” OR Synonym OR Synonym ) AND ( Gamification OR Synonym OR Synonym )
AND Hong Kong



Educational databases



Subject-specific Databases
http://libguides.lib.hku.hk/az.php

Use the pull-down 
menu to filter 
Databases by 
subject area

By subject
By type

• Cover the subject discipline in greater depth

http://libguides.lib.hku.hk/az.php


EBSCOhost is an aggregator and it comprises of a lists of databases

Educational databases:

 Academic Search Complete

 British education index

 ERIC (Education Resources Information Center)

 Teacher Reference Center

EBSCOhost research database

1

2

https://julac.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1fsosp7/HKU_IZ61506973240003414


• Filters on the left

refine results by full-text, scholarly Journals, publication date and resources type, etc

View full-text

Link to get full-text from another subscribed database



ProQuest

1

2

1

3

4

Limit search in:

 Material type

 Full text

 Peer reviewed

Educational databases:

 APA PsycARTICLES

 APA PsycINFO

 APA PsycTEST

 Australian Education Index

 Education Collection

ProQuest is an aggregator and it comprises of 
a lists of databases

http://find.lib.hku.hk/record=HKU_IZ61511244360003414


Filters

Total no. of results

Search words are highlighted Brief record

View full-text or 
Link to get full-text in Find@HKUL



Other resources fall 
under the same Subject/ 

Subject heading/ 
Subject term

Ways to find relevant results (1) – Subject
Full record



Ways to find relevant results (2) – Citation searching

Who influenced the 
writing of this work

Who are influenced
by this work? 

What impact has 
this work created?

Forward: Citing articles
Have cited or referenced this work

Backward: References
Have been cited by the work

Start with a 
reference that is
highly relevant
to your research



Ways to find relevant results (2) – Citation searching

Forward

Backward



Web of Science

Default setting

• Covers over 12,000 journals from 256 categories from 1900
• Includes over 148,000 proceedings from the most significant conferences, seminars worldwide

Education

 Science citation index
 Social sciences citation index

https://julac-hku.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=10007769890003414&institutionId=3414&customerId=3405


Refine search 
results 

Sorting of results

View full-text or 

link to get full-text in Find@HKUL

Total no. of results



No. of articles cited

No. of 
citations
received 
by the 
article

Ways to find relevant results (2) – Citation searching

• Change sorting to identify the most high-impacted research using Citations: highest first



Scopus
• A multi-disciplinary database that indexes over 23,000 peer-reviewed journals, 33 million abstracts, 

386 million scientific web pages, and 21 million patent records

• Subject coverage: life sciences, health sciences, physical sciences, engineering, and social sciences

• Provide references cited for articles published after 1996

Default setting

Pull down 
menu to 

change the 
search 
scope

https://julac-hku.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=10006111900003414&institutionId=3414&customerId=3405


Check if full-text is 
available

Refine search results 

Sorting of results

Total no. of results

No. of 
citations 
received 
by the 
article



中國期刊全文數據庫 (Part of CNKI)

• Contains more than 8,550 Chinese journals with full text and over 900 overseas journals 

http://find.lib.hku.hk/record=HKU_IZ61511292980003414


Filters

Sort Results



Download PDFRead online



读秀学术搜索 duxiu.com

http://find.lib.hku.hk/record=HKU_IZ61482884660003414




Ethical use of Library resources

• Users should comply with current legislation on copyrights in Hong Kong 

• When using e-resources

DO NOT distribute materials downloaded from databases 
for commercial purposes

DO NOT download systematically or excessively from 
databases

Find out more https://lib.hku.hk/copyright/cpr02.html

https://lib.hku.hk/copyright/cpr02.html


Subject Guides
https://libguides.lib.hku.hk/?b=s Education

• Audiology 
• Chinese Language Education
• Comparative and International Education
• Early Childhood Education
• Education Studies 
• Education: Policy, Administration and Leadership 
• Educational and Psychological Testing 
• Educational Psychology 
• English Language Education 
• IT in Education
• Library Science & Information Management 
• Social Science Education 
• Special and Inclusive Education
• Speech & Hearing Sciences
• STEM Education

https://libguides.lib.hku.hk/?b=s


Helps discover books, reference works, key journals, etc. on different topics

Subject Guides



Tin Ka Ping Education Library Main Library

8/F, Meng Wah Complex 2/F, Main Library

edulib@hku.hk
Electronic Reference Service

5441-5441

3917-2205 3917-2202

Contact Us

Research Consultation Service (Postgraduates)

mailto:edulib@hku.hk
https://lib.hku.hk/check_form/ask_a_librarian-form/
https://lib.hku.hk/mainlib/reference/research_consult.html


Wish you every success!


