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Identify primary source databases in the library

How to use primary sources



Primary Sources• Provide data through original works
• Use these data to support your reasons
• Include diaries, letters, manuscripts, images, films, film scripts, 

recordings, and musical scores in fields of literary studies, 
the arts, and history

• Include data collected from observation and experiment in fields of 
economics, psychology, chemistry etc. and interviews in other 
fields. 
These data can be found in government and commercial databases 
and scholarly journals

Source: Turabian, K. L. (2013). A manual for writers of research papers, theses, and dissertations : 
Chicago Style for students and researchers (8th ed.). University of Chicago Press.



Secondary Sources
• Books and articles that analyze primary sources
• Includes also specialized encyclopedias and dictionaries
• Written by and for other researchers

The purposes of the use of secondary sources:
1. To keep up with current research
2. To find other points of view
3. To find models for your own research and analysis

Source: Turabian, K. L. (2013). A manual for writers of research papers, theses, and dissertations 
: Chicago Style for students and researchers (8th ed.). University of Chicago Press.
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How to use Primary Sources

Prepare Find & 
Access

Read Evaluate
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Find & Access

• Questions to ask:
- Who may have or produce the materials?
- What types of primary sources might have 

been produced?
- The possible locations of the sources?
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Evaluate

• Questions to ask:
- Difference between fact and interpretation
- The perspective of the creators? Any biases?
- How accurate is the source when compared
to others?



Library databases
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https://libguides.lib.hku.hk/az.php



JSTOR

https://julac-hku.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/action/uresolver.do?operation=resolveService&package_service_id=15754757160003414&institutionId=3414&customerId=3405


Adam Matthew digital

https://julac.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1fsosp7/HKU_IZ61503425900003414


版权声明

感 谢 您 下 载 平 台 上 提 供 的 P P T 作 品 ， 为 了 您 和 熊 猫 办 公 以 及 原 创 作 者 的 利 益 ， 请 勿 复 制 、 传 播 、 销 售 ， 否 则 将 承 担 法 律 责 任 ！

熊 猫 办 公 将 对 作 品 进 行 维 权 ， 按 照 传 播 下 载 次 数 进 行 十 倍 的 索 取 赔 偿 ！

1 . 在 熊 猫 办 公 出 售 的 P P T 模 板 是 免 版 税 类 （ R F ： R o y a l t y - F r e e ） 正 版 受 《 中 国 人 民 共 和 国 著 作 法 》 和 《 世 界 版 权 公

约 》 的 保 护 ， 作 品 的 所 有 权 、 版 权 和 著 作 权 归 熊 猫 办 公 所 有 ， 您 下 载 的 是 P P T 模 板 素 材 的 使 用 权 。

2 . 不 得 将 熊 猫 办 公 的 P P T 模 板 、 P P T 素 材 ， 本 身 用 于 再 出 售 ， 或 者 出 租 、 出 借 、 转 让 、 分 销 、 发 布 或 者 作 为 礼 物 供 他 人 使

用 ， 不 得 转 授 权 、 出 卖 、 转 让 本 协 议 或 者 本 协 议 中 的 权 利 。
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US Declassified Documents Online
China and the Modern World part 1: Missionary, Sinology and Literary Periodicals 1817-1949
China and the Modern World part 2: Records of the Maritime Customs Service of China 1854–
1949
China and the Modern World part 3: Diplomatic and Political Secret
China and the Modern World part 4: Hong Kong, Britain and China: The Rise and Fall of 
Empires, 1841–1951
Crime, Punishment, and Popular Culture, 1790-1920
Eighteenth Century Collections Online - Full modules
NCCO - Archive 1: British Politics and Society
NCCO - Archive 2: Asia and the West: Diplomacy and Cultural Exchange
NCCO - Archive 3: British Theatre, Music, Literature: High and Popular Culture
NCCO - Archive 4: Corvey Collection of European Literature: 1790-1840
NCCO - Archive 5: Europe and Africa: Commerce, Christianity, Civilization, and Conquest
NCCO - Archive 6: Photography: The World through the Lens
THE MAKING OF MODERN LAW - Legal Treatises

Content
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Content
17th and 18th Century Burney Collection Newspapers 
British Library Newspapers, Part I
British Library Newspapers, Part II
British Newspapers, Part III: 1780-1950
British Newspapers, Part IV: 1780-1950
British Newspapers, part V
The Economist Historical Archive 1843-2020
The Financial Times Historical Archive, 1888-2016
The Times Digital Archive 1785-2014
The Times Literary Supplement Historical Archive, 1902-2010

Chatham House Online Archive 1920-1979
Chatham House Online Archive 1980-2008
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Demo on Gale Primary sources
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Old Newspapers
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Old Hong Kong Newspapers

https://mmis.hkpl.gov.hk/old-hk-collection



Digital Humanities
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Digital Initiatives Digital Scholarship Library Facilities

數碼人文學@港大圖書館

Digital Humanities@ HKUL Libraries



1 32Keep Use disseminate

Digital Humanities@ HKUL Libraries

Digital Initiatives Digital Scholarship Library Facilities



DigitalRepository@HKUL
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